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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



[Septbmbek 18, 1856. 



^e " inexhaustible treasury" of the Church in its 
itKronr. 

The fact is, that the Oallican spirit is not jet 
quite extinquighed in France, and probably Pius 
jyL does not feel quite sure that his late bold 
attempt to add a new article of faith to the creed 
of bis predecessor and namesake Pius IV., vfith- 
ont the aid of a General Council, may not, ere 
long, revive that spirit in a way not quite 
agreeable to the dispensers of spiritual benefits 
at Bome ; and he, therefore, charily confines his 
grant to the short period of ten years — a lease 
on which it would scarcely be discreet for a 
coittier tenant to build a cottage. 

But if devotion to Mary be one of the charac- 
teristic features of modem Rome, there is another 
sentiment equally dear to her— devotion to the 
Pope- 
in times gone by the voice of the Pope, even 
when speaking ex cathedra, unless with the as- 
sistaDce of a general council, was scarcely deemed 
to be binding on the faithful, much less upon 
subsequent popes and councils ; and no one 
would have ventured on the assertion that there 
was not a serious difference between the voice of 
the Pope and the voice of God ! 

Let us see how this is now. Cardinal Patrizzi 
was lately in Paris, as Legate from the Pope. 
On the 22nd June, his Eminence attended ves- 
pers in the church of Notre Dame des Victoires, 
accompanied by twelve prelates, among whom 
were two Archbishops and a Cardinal. The 
sermon was preached by le Pere Lavigne, of 
the Society of Jesus ; and we have just procured 
from Paris a copy of it, published by Charles 
Douniol, Rue de Tonrnon, No. 29. It seems to 
lis to be a document worthy of attention, as 
affording a specimen of the kind of religious 
teaching acceptable to, and approved by, the 
Legate of the Holy See in the year of our Lord 
1856. 

We think we have seldom read a more re- 
markable specimen of fulsome adulation and 
servile flattery ; and, considering the place and 
the occasion, our readers will, probably, consider 
it little short of a blasphemous desecration of 
tiie house of God. 

It commences literally as follows : — 
" Most Eminent Pmnce, — I have not words to express 
that which is passing at this moment in my soul. Who 
coQid, without unspeakable emotion, contemplate the spec- 
tacle which displays itself before our eyes. A Prince of 
the Church, the highest representation of the Vicar of 
Jesas Christ, appearing, with all the sublimity of his cha- 
racter, and the grandeur of his mission ; these venerated 
bishops, among whom I see shining the Bomnn purple ; 
this immense crowd of people, which presses itself with 
filial love around these Pontiffs; above all those great 
things, the great Queen of heaven appearing in her sanc- 
tnary, more augtist and more resplendent than ever. One 
would say that her image, animated with a new eclat. 
Tenders the smile and love of our mother morelively in oor 
eyes. Everywhere joy abounds: it glistens on every coun- 
tenance; an Rtmosphcre of heavenly peace surrounds ns; 
' It is good to be here.' Yes, it is good to be with this 
people, already so calm and so attentive ; it isgood to be 
with these bishops, who encourage us by their looks, and 
cover ns with their benedictions ; it is good to be with this 
Prince Pontiff, who brings to ns to-day something of those 
pure joys which we should only experience at the feet of 
the Vicar of Jesus Christ. » • « » 

Victory in all combats is the privilege of the Church. 
Woe to them who attack it. But France ! these words are 
not for you. Yoo attack it not ; on the contrary, you sap- 
port and strengthen its nnshakeable foundation. It has no 
need of yon ; all its power is in the immuuble word, ' The 
gates of hell shall not prevail against her.' But, never- 
theless, what glory to your battalions, they have re- 
conquered the eternal city. Glory to the army which has 
(nrroanded the Holy See rather with its respectful homage 
than with its necessary protection ! Oh France, I am proud 
of being your child ! • • • In expounding 

to yoa these great things, I am only, my brethren, trans- 
lating to you, in a very feeble manner, the teaching which 
we have received from our bishops. Permit ma. Holy 
Pontiffs, to thank you solemnly. • * • 

If we are devoted to the See of ftome. if we encircle the »u- 
frame Pontiff with our respect — with our devotion, and our 
filial obedience — it is to yon that we owe it. Toor examples 
have been itill more eloquent than your words. All has 



unaoimoos ; yoa have appmadiad the reprawatativa of the 
Holy See to render homage to the supremacy of the Vicar 
of Jesus Christ Pastors towards us, you know how to be 
sheep before St Peter. Ton have willed that the measure 
of our fidelity towards yon should be the measure of your 
respect and devotion towards the Vicar of Jesus Christ. 
How can we do otherwise than bow at your feet, when yoa 
prostrate yourselves at the feet of the supreme Pontiff ; 
and must we not receive your word as the word o/ God, 
when you receive his as the word of Jesus Christ ? United 
indissolubly to the See of Borne, when yoa speak, when you 
reprove, when you exhort, when you command, it is Peter 
— it it Jesus Christ who^eaka, who reproves, who exhorts, 
whocommandf. <p. 16.) * * * 

I have the happiness of seeing, at this moment, the Church 
prostrating itself before Mary, as before its mother. All 
Us power, all its consolations, all its graces come to it 
through Mary. Who has better understood this than the 
Supreme Pontiff, whose presence is almost sensible in the 
midst of ns ? In the day of his distress, was it not towards 
Mary that his ardent prayers ascended? It was she who 
sncconred him in his exile ; it was she who replaced him 
triumphantly on his immortal rock. What, also, has not 
been his gratitude ? Ah 1 how vividly the presence of all 
these Pontiffs collected around the august envoy reminds 
me of that solemn and still recent event, when from all parts 
of the Catholic world, bishops, responding to the voice of 
the Prince of Pastors, formed around him the most brilliant 
circle. What majesty, what grandeur, then surrounded the 
immortal Pius IX. ! But all his power he devoted in that 
day to the service of Mary. Never was his infallibility 
more incontesi ibie or uncontested. He appeared even him- 
self jealous of it Alone he decides, alone he proitounces ; 
or, rather, it seems that this sacred proclamation of the 
Immaculate Conception is the thought and the decision of 
all, so universally was it received with acclamation by the 
Bishops who surrounded him, and by the people who has- 
tened, by their wishes, the irrevocable decree. In that 
day, Pius IX. was not only aPuntiff, but he was still more 
a Prophet. All the veils of the future were torn away be- 
fore him. From the serene atmosphere in which he has 
placed his throne he extends bis view beyond the distractions 
of the world ; he perceives, in a period not, perhaps, far off, 
the peace of Heaven uniting itself with the peace of the 
earth, and the august Mary rewarding by her blessings and 
choicest favours this new homage, the most dear to her im- 
macalate heart." (p. 21-22.) 

The eloquent preacher thus alludes to the re- 
cent calamitous inundations in France : — 



wAtohed by accunUe scholara, both Bomon Ca- 
tholic and Protestant. We have to acknowledge 
our thanks to a Roman Catholic reader who first, 
through a mutual friend, communicated the mis- 
quotation to us, as also to several Protestant 
friends, who afterwards called our attention to 
it. With such supervision on both sides, our 
readers may feel as certain that no error either 
in argument or quotation will escape detection, 
as they may feel confident of our sincere willing- 
ness to acknowledge error whenever we un- 
wittingly fall into it. Humanum est errare. 
We dispute the infallibility of Pio Nono, and it 
would ill become us to arrogate infallibility to 
ourselves. We can only console ourselves with 
the well-known quotation, " Aliquando dormitat 
Homerus." We suppose the very hot weather 
had something to say to our somnolency. 



"The circumstances are solemn; bat the Mother of 
Mercy has need of a grand calamity to manifest herself 
completely. When were we more miserable ? What a 
spectacle of desolation and horror our poor country to-day 
presents ! Oh, Mary ! save us ; for the waters have invaded 
our heritages, the dwellings of our brethren and our friends. 
— ' Salvum me fac Dens, quoniam iatraverunt aquffi usque 
ad aaimam meam.' What a hollow abyss is under oar feet I 
Without thee there is no hope I They may give silver and 
gold, but all is insufficient without your aid, O, Mary! 
It is to yott we cry, wretched children of Eve. We S'gh, 
we groan, we weep in this valley of tears. You alone, O, 
Mary, can comfort us, you alone can repair all this ruin. 
Yes, by your divine power, yon can make of our desolate 
6elds a delicious paradise, and of those sad solitudes the 
blessed garden of the Lord." (p. 22-3.) 

We ask, in sober sadness, whether, if a 
Hindoo or a Mahometan traveller had been pre- 
sent at this sermon, he might not have reason- 
ably supposed that the Pope was the Deity of 
Christianity, and the Virgin Mary its Goddess ? 

We are not accustomed to speculate upon the 
language of prophetic inspiration ; but we ask, 
is it clear that, when the blessed Apostle Paul 
was writing to the Thessalonian Church, he had 
not some fore-knowledge of scenes like this ? 
See 2. ii., Thessalon. 3 and 4 v. 



We have to request our readers to erase with their 
pen the short passage from St. Jerome's Epistle, 
adversus Vigilantium, at the foot of col. 1 , page 
85, of our number for last month. Through a 
mistake, which it would take up too much space 
to explain, but which we need not assure our 
readers was not the result of either design or 
carelessness, the writer mistook the word " errant" 
for '*■ erant," which, we fully admit, was a 
gross blunder, and completely alters the sense 
of the passage. It will be easily observed, 
however, that the strength of the argument 
is not at all affected by the erasure ; and, 
though we naturally feel mortified at having un- 
intentionally given currency to such an un- 
scholarlike blunder, it affords a new and 



a new and satis- 
united to reader your proceedings mere aolemn and more | factory proof of how closely our pages are 



THE THIRD EPISTLE OF ST. PETEB. 
We trust our readers are familiar with two epistles in 
the New Testament which were written hy the Apostie 
St. Peter. Protestants and Roman Catholics alike pro- 
fess to acknowledge the authority of those epistles. 
But Roman Catholics profess to believe that their 
Church is in possession of other teaching of St. Peter, 
which has not been written. Now, for ourselves, we hold 
that all Christians ought to submit to every word of St. 
Peter's teaching, whether written or unwritten. The 
only question with us is, whether the Church of Rome 
really has any genuine unwritten teaching of St. Peter, 
of which we have never been able to find any plausible 
proof. 

But our business now is not with the unwritten, but 
with the written teaching of St. Peter. If St. Peter had 
written a third epistle, uo doubt all Christians would re- 
ceive it gladly, as we would. Now, we have found a 
third epistle of St. Peter. It is true this epistle is not 
in the Douay or any other Bible ; but it is certain 
that this epistle from St. Peter was duly transmitted by 
Pope Stephen II., in the year 755, to Pepin, the French 
Emperor, to whom the epistle was addressed. We take 
it from the learned Jesuits Labbe and Cossart, in their 
great work on the General Councils, vol. vi., 1639 (ed. 
Paris, 1672) ; and we give it to the reader without fur- 
ther preface, except to state that Rome was then in dan- 
ger of being taken by the Lombards, who dwelt in the 
north of Italy ; and that Pop? Stephen bad previously 
written to Pepiu two letters of abject entreaty for lidp, 
even calling King Pepin ''■ spiritual fellow-father ;" ' go 
that Cardinal Baronius compares Pope Stephen to a 
woman in labour crying out ;'" but those letters seemed 
to be in vain ; so Pope Stephen then transmitted tba 
following epistle to King Pepin : — 

EPISTLE OF ST. PETER TO KING PEPIN. 

I, Peter the Apostle, when I was called by Christ, the 
Son of the living God, by the will of the supreme cle 
mency, was pre-ordained by his power as the illumina- 
tor of the whole world, the Lord our God himself con- 
firming it — " Go, teach all nations, baptising them in 
the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost." And, again, " Receive the Holy Spirit, whose- 
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them ;" and 
commending his sheep severally to me, his humble ser- 
vant, and called Apostle, he says, " Feed my sheep, feed 
my lambs." And, again, " Thou art Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it. And I give unto you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven ; whatsoever thou shall bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever thou shall 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Wherefore, 
all who hearing have fulfilled my preaching, let them 
indeed believe that their sins are relaxed in this world 
by the precept of God ; and they will go clean and 
withoutspot into that future life. For slncetbe illumina- 
tion of the Holy Spirit has shone in your refulgent 
hearts, and you are become lovers of the Holy and Un- 
divided Trinity by the word of gospel preaching which 
you have received, truly your hope of future reward ii 
held firmly bound up in this Apostolic Itoman Church 
committed to us. 

And, therefore, I, Peter, the Apostle of God, who 
have you as ray adopted son?, appealing to the love of you 
all, exhort you to defend from the band of the adversa- 
ries this Roman State, and the people by God com- 
mitted to me, and also to rescue the house where I 
rest according to the flesh ffom the contamination 
of the Gentiles; and, in a word, beseeching, I ad- 
monish you to liberate the Church of God coro- 
wrttted to me by the Divine power, liecause they suffer 
the greatest afflictions and oppressions from the most 
wicked nation of the Lombards. Neither suppose other- 
wise, most beloved, but trust, for certain, that I, myself, 
stand before you, aa if alive in the flesh, and constrain 
and obUge you, with earnest adjurations. Because, ac- 
cording to the promise which we ha ve received from the 

' " spuiiaalia cxmfMer." Labke Jc Cos), voL ti., I6tt. 
BuuD. AsaaL lulali, W. 



